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RECOGNIZING JOSEPH WILLIAM 
WEST BERRIGAN FOR ACHIEVING 
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Joseph William West Berrigan, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 9, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joseph has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joseph has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Joseph William West Berrigan 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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HONORING JACK MICHAELS, EXEC-
UTIVE DIRECTOR, PARALYZED 
VETERANS OF AMERICA, NORTH-
WEST CHAPTER 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take a moment to honor an ex-
traordinary individual from my district who is a 
true American hero, Jack Michaels. He is an 
ordinary man with an extraordinary story. Un-
less you are a friend or a family member you 
may not recognize his face, or have ever 
heard his name. Indeed, there are millions of 
Americans like him—Americans who have 
sacrificed so much for our country and do not 
receive nearly enough recognition in return for 
their service. Let me introduce you to one of 
many forgotten warriors. 

Jack Michaels flew an assault helicopter in 
Vietnam that was shot down in 1970. His copi-
lot was killed and Jack was left in a wheel-
chair for life. For his sacrifice he received a 
Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star, and 
a Purple Heart. 

From that point on, he became determined 
to advocate for the rights of disabled veterans. 
His own experiences inspired him to help 
launch the Northwest Chapter of the Para-
lyzed Vets of America. Though it began with 
only 10 members, it has grown into a strong 
organization with over 400 members. The na-
tional PVA director calls him the backbone 
and guiding light of the chapter. Through his 
support, the Northwest Chapter has evolved 
into a strong advocate for veterans. 

To illustrate his commitment, before the 
Northwest Chapter was even a part of the na-
tional PVA, he was instrumental in lobbying 
with the Washington Coalition of Citizens with 
Disabilities to get the King County Metro bus 
system to buy buses that would allow people 
in wheelchairs to ride. Before his work on this 
issue, no bus in King County was equipped to 
take a person in a wheelchair. This change 
has dramatically improved the lives of many 
by giving them the power of mobility. Impres-
sively, Washington State’s version of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act is actually 
stronger than the Federal version as a result 
of Jack’s efforts. Jack has also worked tire-
lessly on a range of other issues affecting dis-
abled veterans. 

Now, 30 years after Jack Michaels helped 
launch the Northwest Chapter of the PVA, 
Jack is retiring as the chapter’s executive di-
rector. Despite his upcoming retirement, he 
still plans to continue his battle for disabled 
veterans and will continue his work as a vol-
unteer for the chapter he has served for so 
many years. Jack Michaels made a sacrifice 
for his country, and in the following years has 
continued to give still more. Over the years he 
has made his local and national community a 
better place by fighting for the rights of his fel-
low veterans. He deserves our utmost respect, 
admiration, and commendation for his 
achievements. I thank him for continuing to 
fight for liberty at home, and for volunteering 
to improve daily life for his fellow veterans, 
knowing all too well the sacrifices they have 
made. 
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TRIBUTE TO DON ORGAN 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 29, 2006 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Don Organ, my old friend and advisor, 
of Marin County, California, who died June 21, 
2006, at the age of 77. Don advised me on 
my first congressional campaign in 1992 and 
continued to be a valued supporter through 
the ensuing years, 

Don’s career in politics evolved after he re-
tired from a 27-year career managing nonprofit 
organizations, mostly in the public health field. 
After my 1992 campaign, he went on to de-
velop a political consulting business with his 
wife Doris that focused primarily on Democrats 
and women candidates. He ran BARBARA 
BOXER’s ‘‘Be a Boxer’’ campaign as well as ef-
forts for local candidates such as Marin As-
sessor Joan Thayer, Judge Vernon Smith, 
Community College Trustees Eva Long and 
Greg Brockbank, and City Council Members 
Paul Cohen, Barbara Heller, and Carole Dil-
lon-Knutson. 

Born in Minneapolis, Don was raised in Los 
Angeles and graduated from Pomona College. 
After serving in the Korean war, he studied 
education at UC Berkeley and taught high 

school for a short time before entering the 
nonprofit world. With his wife Doris and his 
two sons, he moved around the country to 
pursue this work, and the family lived in Wyo-
ming, Chicago, Washington, DC, Birmingham, 
and Kansas City, before settling in Fairfax in 
Marin County in 1987. 

Don soon joined the Marin Democratic Cen-
tral Committee, ran unsuccessfully for the 
Marin Community College Board, and rapidly 
became a political fixture in the county. He 
was an active member of the National Wom-
en’s Political Caucus in Marin where his sup-
port was so valued that he was the only male 
included in their 2006 Movers and Doers Cal-
endar. 

That first unsuccessful campaign for College 
Board is fondly recalled by Don’s son Kris: He 
recruited my brother Larry and me to walk pre-
cincts with him, which I thought was pretty 
bold of him, as he and Mom had just moved 
to Marin County the year before. Larry and I 
were the established names in Contra Costa 
County. 

We handed out a piece of literature Dad 
had put together stating his goals for the Col-
lege, giving his background and including a 
photograph. We walked a Novato precinct, 
and a voter said to him, ‘‘Oh, I’m glad I met 
you in person. You look fat in this picture, but 
you’re not fat. Fat people should never get 
elected, because they’re lazy. But, I’ll vote for 
you.’’ Dad replied with his broad smile, ‘‘Well, 
I’m glad we met too. All this precinct walking 
has been good for me.’’ Then, he told his 
boys, ‘‘That’s how important a good picture 
is!’’ He came in last for the College Board, but 
I think those lessons made a difference in 
handling other candidates whose pictures 
were always the best. 

Don is survived by Doris, his wife of almost 
52 years, and two sons, Kris Organ, Executive 
Director of Service Employees International 
Union Local 949 and his daughter Serena; 
and Larry Organ, civil rights attorney, his wife 
Susan and 3 daughters, Robyn, Meg, and 
Jane, all of whom live in Marin County. 

Mr. Speaker, Dan Organ enriched Marin 
with his work and his support of many can-
didates, both men and women, who are lead-
ers in the community. His family has asked 
that we ‘‘keep his memory’’ in our hearts. I will 
certainly do that as I mourn the loss of this 
friend and colleague whom I valued as an ally 
in my endeavors on behalf of California’s Sixth 
District. 
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SILVER STAR MEDAL PRESENTED 
TO DONALD F. FULTON 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 29, 2006 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to invite my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing Major Donald F. Ful-
ton, USAF Ret., a resident of Vacaville, Cali-
fornia, who has been awarded the Silver Star 
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